side and considerably diminished activity on the left (i.e., nystagmus produced by cold air on the right side in thirty-five instead of twentyeight seconds, and on the left in forty-nine seconds).
She had had slight snuffles at birth. The first child was a miscarriage; the second, a boy, aged 21, alive and well; the third, the present patient; the fourth, a boy, alive and well; the fifth, stillborn, premature; the sixth, boy, died, aged 7 months; the seventh, boy, alive and well; the eighth, girl, alive and well.
She was ordered pil. hydrarg. and opium night and morning, and half a 5-gr. thyroid "tabloid" night and morning.
At the end of a fortnight the whispered voice was heard at 4 in., and then she took the thyroid " tabloid " increased to one whole tablet night and morning. A week later the whispered voice was heard at 4 in. on the right side, and the conversational voice over 5 in. Galton's whistle is not heard below the mark 7. The tuning fork on the mastoid is -3 seconds, and Rinne's test is positive shortened. Tuning fork on the vertex not heard.
She did not come for treatment from December 18 until to-day. She is brought forward to-day with a view to estimating the result when she is exhibited on a subsequent occasion.
Case of Hereditary Syphilitic Nerve Deafness undergoing
Thyroid Treatment.
By J. DUNDAS GRANT, M.D:
MRS. H., aged 26, first seen on July 17, 1914, complaining of noise and deafness in left ear of three years' duration and giddiness and sickness of six months' duration. The whispered voice was heard at a distance of 20 ft. on the right side and .5 in. on the left side. Rinne's test was positive on the right side, and negative reversed on the left; bone-conduction was normal on the right side and diminished (-3 seconds) on the left. The tuning fork on the vertex was heard loudest in the good ear. Galton's whistle was heard at 1P6 on the right side and 2 2 on the left. There was no narrowing of the left Eustachian tube and no improvement after inflation. The caloric test (cold air) produced nystagmus after twenty seconds on each side (more marked on right). The pointing test was normal. The central incisors are seen to be pegged.
She was at first ordered pot. brom., then pot. iod. and pot. brom., but the giddiness still persisted; she then took i gr. of quin. sulph. three times a day for a fortnight. The giddiness ceased, and the nystagmus following the caloric test to the left ear was only produced in thirty-four seconds. The noises still continued; they were found to be slightly diminished by vertebral pressure, and she was again ordered pot. brom.; but the giddiness and sickness returned. She then went back to the quin. sulph., with the result that the giddiness disappeared, but the noises were worse.
She was then ordered 15 minims of liq. hydrarg. perchlor. three times a day for a week, and at the end of that time the head felt clearer and the noises were less. She took this till November 20, when she was ordered thyroid extract " tabloids," 5 gr. (half a " tabloid " to be taken night and morning for a week, and a whole one night and morning for another week), also to continue taking the liq. hydrarg. perchlor. At the end of the fortnight the head felt much clearer and the noises were less.
On December 18 her hearing for the whisper was at a distance of 7 ft. on the left side. She continued with the same treatment till January 8, 1915, when the hearing for the whisper on the left side was at a distance,of 16 ft.
On January § she was ordered to continue the thyroid " tabloids," and to take pot. iod. 3 gr., liq. hydrarg. perchlor. 30 minims, inf. quassia i oz., three times a day for a week. At the end of this time the hearing was not quite so good (6 ft. for the whispered voice), and she complained of headache and weakness in the head. She then took simply infusion of quassia for a fortnight, but was not so well at the end of this time.
On January 29 she was ordered thyroid " tabloids " and liq. hydrarg. perchlor., 15 minims, but at the end of a fortnight the hearing was only at a distance of 6 in. for the whisper on the left side. She then took the " tabloids " alone for a week, when the hearing was found to be at a distance of 5 ft. for the whisper; after another fortnight of this same treatment it was 8 ft. She. was then ordered mist. pot. brom. in addition to the " tabloids" for fourteen days, and the hearing improved to 16 ft. for the whisper, while the noises were less.
She has been continuing with this treatment up till the present time. The hearing when tested a week ago was at a distance of 10 ft. for the whisper.
Dr. Dundas Grant added that his object was to show the cases to enable members to judge what the future effect might be. He did not know what was the action of the thyroid, but in Rendle Short's "Newer Physiology" there occurred this passage: "The explanation of the effect of iodides on gummata, arterio-sclerosis, and aneurysm, is really the increased internal secretion of the thyroid gland." The doses and frequency of administration varied with the tolerance of the individual. He had not given more than a 5-gr. " tabloid " three times a day. In one case its use was followed by considerable imnprovement; the girl also sprang up in stature, and her general condition and strength were altogether better.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT said he had not tried thyroid extract in syphilitic cases. One of Dr. Grant's cases was having mercury also' He could not help feeling that the explanation given of the action of the iodide was only partially true, and that its effect on the viscosity of the blood was in part the explanation of its curative value in syphilis. Physiologists often found things which physicians did not. Iodide did not exercise any therapeutic value in tissues the cells of which had no power of multiplication; whereas it would affect syphilitic conditions in which cell multiplication was retained. If the cells of a tissue could not multiply, he did not think anything would put them right when once the nuclei were destroyed. The method mentioned by Dr. Grant supplied a useful hint for dealing with cases of syphilis which were resistant to treatment.
Dr. DUNDAs GRANT replied that, as the President had said, iodide did not always act; and the reason for that might be that in the particular individual there was not enough of the thyroid gland to react to it. Where iodide did not act, the addition of thyroid extract from without supplied what the person was not producing himself.
Congenitally Deaf Boy improved under Treatment. By RICHARD LAKE, F.R.C.S. MR. LAKE said the case had been shown before,' and if any member wished to have all the particulars he would supply them, but it would mean a good deal of work.
